


AVAôs Carter-Kelsey Building is named in 

recognition of its past as the 

H.W. Carter overall factory, as well as to honor 

the main benefactors who made possible the 

2006-2007 renovation: 

Virginia and Preston Kelsey. 







In addition to regularly scheduled classes, AVA 

offers a variety of low-cost community programs 

for a range of ages and abilities. 

 

These enriching offerings are only partially 

funded through tuition or registration fees, so AVA 

relies on contributions from members and private 

foundations to raise the necessary funds to 

continue the creative and all-inclusive 

programming. 



Art Lab, supported in part by a grant from the 

Highfield Foundation, is the imaginative program for adults with special needs. 



ART STOP! is a free after school program that encourages youths in grades 5-8 to take 

inspiration from AVAôs ongoing exhibitions to create their own drawings, paintings and 

sculptures.  ART STOP! is made possible thanks to a generous grant from the  

Couch Family Foundation. 



CAOS (Community Arts Open Studio) is a favorite family drop-in program that 

takes place on most Saturdays throughout the school year.  CAOS is supported 

in part by a grant from the Highfield Foundation. 



CAOS for Toddlers (CAT) is a weekly program on Friday mornings for children aged 

1-4 years old. CAT is made possible in part thanks to a grant from 

The Pauline Davenport Childrenôs Fund of the Vermont Community Foundation and 

the Highfield Foundation.    



Arts for Kids is an art program where children with chronic medical conditions make art 

with medical students from the Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth College. 

Art for Kids is made possible thanks to support from 

The Brie Fund, in memory of Brieanna Weinstein. 



AVAôs Senior Art Class is offered in partnership with the 

Grafton County Senior Citizens Center. This program is supported in part by a 

grant from the Couch Family Foundation. 



During the summer, AVA 

offers a free, weekly plein air 

studio at the 

Lebanon Farmers Market. 



AVA provides internships for dedicated and capable high school and college 

students.  Interns gain skills within the art world while making an essential 

contribution to the work AVA does in the community.  Interns help in multiple 

ways with AVAôs education, exhibition, and community arts programs. 



AVA offers educational programs in a variety of 

media for a range of ages and abilities. 

 

AVAôs classes, camps and workshops are held in 

the seven, beautiful, teaching studios. 

 

 



AVAôs Teaching Studios Include: 
 

The Childrenôs Studio, given by the Schleicher Family and 
The Childrenôs Loft, given by John and Gail Wasson 

 

The Stone Carving Studio, given by Liz and Tom Kelsey in honor of 
Virginia Kelsey 

 

The Digital Arts Media Lab, made possible by in-kind contributions 
from Mascoma Savings Bank, Defiance Electric & Crossover, Inc, and 

Woodstock Soapstone Company 
 

The Johnson Sisters Lounge and Library, 
given by Linda Johnson Roesch and Rick Roesch 

 

The South Studio 
 

The North Studio 
 

The Printmaking Studio, given in part by the New Hampshire State 
Council on the Arts and Bill and Betsy Peabody 






